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TORQUE DETECTION APPARATUS,
ELECTRIC POWER STEERING SYSTEM
AND VEHICLE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a torque detection appara-
tus provided with a torque sensor for detecting a torque which
acts on a rotary shaft, and to an electric power steering system
and vehicle provided with a torque detection apparatus.

BACKGROUND ART

An electric power steering system generally determines an
assist force based upon a steering torque detected by a torque
sensor and controls driving of an electric motor.

As an abnormality detection device of a conventional
torque sensor, for example, there is the art described in Patent
Document 1. In the art, the torque sensor is provided with an
abnormality determination unit and a switch unit which turns
off when the abnormality determination unit determines there
is an abnormality so that an abnormality detection signal is
sent from the torque sensor to the ECU through a harness. In
this situation, as the abnormality detection signal, a voltage
signal which exhibits an L potential when normal and which
exhibits an H potential when abnormal is used.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS
Patent Document
Patent Document 1: JP 2002-22567 A
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problem to be Solved

In the art described in Patent Document 1, however, even
when an abnormality detection signal which shows there is an
abnormality is sent, it is not possible to determine at which
portion of the torque sensor circuit the abnormality has
occurred. Further, if the torque sensor to the ECU is discon-
nected, the torque signal will not be sent to the ECU and the
function of the torque sensor will be lost.

Therefore, the present invention has an object to provide a
high-reliability torque detection apparatus and an electric
power steering system and vehicle provided with the torque
detection apparatus.

Solution to the Problem

In order to solve the above problem, according to a first
aspect of the present invention, there is provided a torque
detection apparatus comprising: a sensor unit which outputs a
signal corresponding to a torque generated at a rotary shaft
and a torque sensor circuit which detects the torque generated
at the rotary shaft based upon the signal output from the
sensor unit, the torque sensor circuit comprising: a signal
processing unit which detects an analog main torque signal
and an analog sub torque signal based upon the signal output
from the sensor unit; an AD converter which converts the
analog main torque signal and the analog sub torque signal
detected by the signal processing unit to digital values of a
main torque value and a sub torque value; a monitoring unit
which monitors for an abnormality of the signal processing
unit; and a communication output unit which outputs a digital
communication signal in which the main torque value and sub
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2

torque value converted by the AD converter and diagnosis
information including the abnormality diagnosis results by
the monitoring unit are superimposed.

In this way, since the diagnosis information is superim-
posed onto the digital communication signal, the ECU side
which receives the digital communication signal is capable of
confirming an abnormality occurring at the torque sensor
circuit side. In this situation, by superimposing the results of
monitoring the different parts of the circuit onto the diagnosis
information, the ECU side can suitably determine at which
portion of the torque sensor circuit the abnormality occurs. In
addition, the digital communication signal is output on a
certain period. Hence, even if the digital signal line discon-
nection etc. occurs, the ECU side can easily recognize this.

Furthermore, since the main torque value and the sub
torque value are superimposed onto the digital communica-
tion signal, even if an abnormality occurs in a signal line for
use in the output of the usual torque signal and the torque
signal is not normally transmitted to the ECU, it is possible to
continue the function of the torque sensor. Further, the ECU
side is capable of monitoring not only an abnormality by the
diagnosis information, but also monitor an abnormality by
comparing and monitoring the main torque value and the sub
torque value. The diagnosis with high reliability is enabled.

In addition, preferably, according to a second aspect in the
torque detection apparatus, the torque sensor circuit further
comprises a main output unit which outputs the analog main
torque signal detected by the signal processing unit.

In this way, by making the output from the torque sensor
circuit to the ECU the two types of output including the
analog main torque signal and the digital communication
signal, the ECU side can compare and monitor not only the
main torque value and sub torque value but also the analog
main torque signal and main torque value, and can compare
and monitor the analog main torque signal and sub torque
value. Therefore, the reliability can be improved.

Further, preferably, according to a third aspect in the torque
detection apparatus, the torque sensor circuit further com-
prises a sub output unit which outputs the analog sub torque
signal detected by the signal processing unit.

Thus, it is possible to make the output from the torque
sensor circuit to the ECU the three types of output of the
analog main torque signal, the analog sub torque signal, and
the digital communication signal. Accordingly, the ECU can
compare and monitor not only the main torque value and sub
torque value but also the analog main torque signal and the
analog sub torque value. Therefore, the reliability can be
improved.

Furthermore, preferably, according to a fourth aspect in the
torque detection apparatus, the communication output unit
outputs the digital communication signal through a plurality
of communication signal lines.

Accordingly, even if an abnormality occurs at one of the
plurality of signal lines which output a digital communication
signal, the output of the digital communication signal can be
continued. Therefore, it is possible to continue the abnormal-
ity monitoring function at the ECU side and possible to main-
tain the function as a torque sensor as well.

Moreover, preferably, according to a fifth aspect in the
torque detection apparatus, the torque sensor circuit compris-
ing: a correction use data storage unit in which data for
correction of changing a processing circuit constant used in
the signal processing unit and correcting an error of the ana-
log main torque signal and the analog sub torque signal is
writable; and an input/output switching unit which switches
an output terminal for outputting the digital communication
signal to the outside of the torque sensor circuit, to an input
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terminal for writing the data for correction from the outside of
the torque sensor circuit to the correction use data storage
unit.

In this way, as the digital communication signal line for
monitoring doubles as a correction data write line, it is pos-
sible to suppress an increase in the number of signal lines with
the ECU. Additionally, as the sub side torque signal line
doubles as a correction data write line, even if a noise causes
the torque signal line to end up switching to the correction
data write function, it is possible to suppress the risk of loss of
the torque signal used as the main side. Therefore, it is pos-
sible to ensure the security of the function.

Additionally, preferably, according to a sixth aspect in the
torque detection apparatus, the torque sensor circuit compris-
ing: a correction use data storage unit in which data for
correction of changing a processing circuit constant used in
the signal processing unit and correcting an error of the ana-
log main torque signal and the analog sub torque signal is
writable; and an input/output switching unit which switches
an output terminal for outputting the analog sub torque signal
to the outside of the torque sensor circuit to an input terminal
for writing the data for correction from the outside of the
torque sensor circuit to the correction use data storage unit.

In this way, as the analog sub torque signal line for moni-
toring doubles as a correction data write line, it is possible to
suppress an increase in the number of signal lines with the
ECU. In addition, a sub side torque signal line doubles as a
correction data write line, so even if a noise causes a torque
signal line to end up switching to the correction data write
function, itis possible to suppress the risk of loss of the torque
signal used as the main side. Therefore, it is possible to ensure
the security of the function.

Further, preferably, according to a seventh aspect in the
torque detection apparatus, the communication output unit
comprises: a diagnosis signal generating unit which generates
adiagnosis signal including the main torque value and the sub
torque value converted by the AD converter and the diagnosis
information, a diagnosis signal output unit which converts a
data format of the diagnosis signal generated at the diagnosis
signal generating unit to output as the digital communication
signal; and an output abnormality detection unit which com-
pares the diagnosis signal generated at the diagnosis signal
generating unit with a signal obtained by returning the digital
communication signal obtained by converting and outputting
the diagnosis signal by the diagnosis signal output unit to
have the same data format as the diagnosis signal before
conversion, and determines that an abnormality has occurred
in the diagnosis signal output unit when a result of compari-
son does not match.

In this way, a signal input to the diagnosis signal output unit
is compared with a signal output from the diagnosis signal
output unit. Thus, if an abnormality occurs at the diagnosis
signal output unit, it can be suitably detected. That is, it is
possible to monitor an abnormality of the communication
data itself.

Further, preferably, according to an eighth aspect, the
torque detection apparatus further comprises a diagnosis
result output unit which outputs an output abnormality diag-
nosis result by the output abnormality detection unit. There-
fore, it is possible to transmit the abnormality occurring at the
communication data to the ECU side.

Furthermore, preferably, according to a ninth aspect, the
torque detection apparatus further comprises an initial diag-
nosis unit which, before the torque detection function by the
torque detection circuit operates, receives two different sig-
nals diagnosis, instead of the two signals compared by the
output abnormality detection unit, and confirms that the out-
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put abnormality detection unit is operating normally by the
output abnormality detection unit diagnosing the input signal
for the abnormality. Thus, the abnormality of the output
abnormality detection unit can be monitored. Therefore, the
reliability abnormality can be diagnosed.

Further, preferably, according to an eighth aspect, in the
torque detection apparatus, the signals for diagnosis are sig-
nals in which the diagnosis signal generated by the diagnosis
signal generating unit and the digital communication signal
obtained by converting and outputting an inverted signal of
the diagnosis signal by the diagnosis signal output unit are
returned to the same data format as the diagnosis signal before
conversion. Thus, the signals for diagnosis for the output
abnormality detection unit operating normally can be input
for the initial diagnosis in a suitable manner.

Moreover, preferably, according to an eleventh aspect, in
the torque detection apparatus, the diagnosis signal output
unit is built into a custom IC, and further comprising a termi-
nal abnormality detection unit which feeds back the digital
communication signal output from the diagnosis signal out-
put terminal of the custom IC, from a feedback terminal of the
custom IC into the custom IC to compare with the digital
communication signal before output from the diagnosis sig-
nal output terminal. Thus, if an abnormality such as line
disconnection, a supply fault, a ground fault, or another
abnormality or the like occurs at the terminal for outputting
the communication data, it is possible to detect it suitably.

In addition, preferably, according to a twelfth aspect, in the
torque detection apparatus, the sensor unit comprises: a pair
of detection coils in which impedances are changed in oppo-
site directions to each other in accordance with a torque
generated at the rotary shaft; a plurality of excitation signal
generation units, each having an identical configuration, for
generating excitation signals to be supplied to a bridge circuit
comprising resistors serially connected to the detection coils;
an excitation signal selection unit which selects any one of the
plurality of excitation signals generated by the plurality of
excitation signal generation units to supply to the bridge
circuit; and an abnormality detection unit which compares the
plurality of excitation signals generated at the plurality of
excitation signal generation units to determine that an abnor-
mality has occurred in an excitation signal when the plurality
of excitation signals do not match.

In this way, excitation signals generated from the excita-
tion signal generation units having an identical configuration
are compared with each other. Even if a frequency abnormal-
ity or distorted waveform etc. occurs, it is possible to suitably
detect the abnormality in the excitation signal.

Further, preferably, according to a thirteenth aspect, in the
torque detection apparatus, at least three of the excitation
signal generation units are provided, the abnormality detec-
tion unit has a plurality of comparing circuits which compare
the plurality of excitation signals generated by the excitation
signal generation unit two by two and identifies an excitation
signal at which an abnormality has occurred based upon the
result of comparison by the comparing circuits, and the exci-
tation signal selection unit selects a normal excitation signal
based upon the excitation abnormality diagnosis results by
the abnormality detection unit to supply to the bridge circuit.

In this way, it is possible to identify an excitation signal at
which an abnormality has occurred. Therefore, it becomes
possible to select a normal excitation signal to be supplied to
the bridge circuit, and it becomes possible to continue the
excitation function with high reliability.

Furthermore, preferably, according to an fourteenth aspect,
the torque detection apparatus, further comprises an excita-
tion signal initial diagnosis unit which, before the excitation



US 9,164,010 B2

5

signal generation function by the excitation signal generation
unit operates, receives two different excitation signals for
diagnosis instead of the two excitation signals compared by
the comparing circuit of the abnormality detection unit to
confirm that the abnormality detection unit is operating nor-
mally by the comparing circuit diagnosing the input signal for
the abnormality. Thus, it is possible to monitor an abnormal-
ity of the abnormality detection unit itself. Therefore, it is
possible to obtain a torque signal with high reliability.

Moreover, preferably, according to a fifteenth aspect, in the
torque detection apparatus, the abnormality detection unit
comprises an excitation diagnosis result output unit which
outputs an excitation abnormality diagnosis result. Thus, it is
possible to transmit that an abnormality occurs at the excita-
tion signal to the ECU side.

Additionally, preferably, according to an sixteenth aspect,
in the torque detection apparatus, the sensor unit comprises an
excitation signal terminal abnormality detection unit built
into the custom IC, and further comprising an excitation
signal terminal abnormality detection unit which feeds back
the excitation signal output from the excitation signal termi-
nal of the custom IC to the bridge circuit, from a feedback
terminal of the custom IC into the custom IC to compare with
the excitation signal before output from the excitation signal
terminal to the bridge circuit. Thus, if an abnormality such as
line disconnection, a supply fault, a ground fault, or another
abnormality or the like occurs at the terminal for outputting
the excitation signal, it is possible to detect it suitably.

In addition, preferably, according to a seventeenth aspect,
in the torque detection apparatus, the excitation signal termi-
nal abnormality detection unit comprises a terminal diagnosis
result output unit which outputs an abnormality diagnosis
result of the excitation signal terminal. Thus, it is possible to
transmit that an abnormality occurs at the excitation signal to
the ECU side.

Further, preferably, according to an eighteenth aspect, the
torque detection apparatus further comprising: two pairs of
the sensor units; and two torque detection systems including
the torque sensor circuits corresponding to the two pairs of the
sensor units. Thus, even if an abnormality occurs at any one of
systems including the sensor units, it is possible for the other
of the systems including the sensor units to continue the
torque detection function.

Furthermore, preferably, according to a nineteenth aspect,
the torque detection apparatus further comprises: a pair of the
sensor units; and two torque detection systems including the
torque sensor circuits, to detect the torque with any one of the
torque detection systems being in an operating state. Thus,
even if an abnormality occurs at any one of the torque detec-
tion systems, itis possible for the other of the torque detection
systems including the sensor units to continue the torque
detection function.

Moreover, according to one aspect of the present invention,
there is provided an electric power steering system compris-
ing: a torque detection apparatus according to any one of
above aspects which detects a steering torque input to a steer-
ing mechanism and a motor control unit which controls driv-
ing of an electric motor to apply to the steering system a
steering assistance force which reduces the steering load on
the driver based upon the steering torque detected by the
torque detection apparatus.

In this way, it is possible to perform the steering assistance
control with the use of the torque detection systems with high
reliability, thereby enabling the electric power steering sys-
tem for the steering assistance control in a stable manner.

Furthermore, according to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a vehicle which comprising the electric
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power steering system. Thus, the vehicle is configured to
perform the steering assistance control in a stable manner.

Advantageous Effects of the Invention

The torque detection apparatus according to the present
invention outputs a digital communication signal in which
digital torque values and diagnosis information of a torque
sensor circuit are superimposed. Hence, it is possible to suit-
ably transmit the state of occurrence of an abnormality to the
ECU and to improve the continuity of the torque detection
function. For this reason, a torque sensor system with high
reliability can be established.

Therefore, an electric power steering system and a vehicle
provided with the above torque detection apparatus can per-
form the steering assistance control in a suitable manner.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.1isaview of an overall configuration illustrative of an
electric power steering system according to the present
embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrative of a configuration of
a torque detection apparatus;

FIG. 3 isaview ofaperiphery ofa coil constituting a torque
sensor;

FIG. 4 is a view illustrative of a data configuration of a
digital communication signal S;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrative of a configuration of
an ECU according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrative of a configuration of
an ECU according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrative of another example of
the configuration of an ECU according to the second embodi-
ment;

FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrative of a configuration of
an ECU according to a third embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrative of a torque detection
apparatus according to a fourth embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrative of a torque detection
apparatus according to a fifth embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a block diagram illustrative of another example
of'a torque detection apparatus according to the fifth embodi-
ment (two sensors and two systems);

FIG. 12 is a block diagram illustrative of another example
of'a torque detection apparatus according to the fifth embodi-
ment (two sensors and two systems);

FIG. 13 is a block diagram illustrative of another example
of'a torque detection apparatus according to the fifth embodi-
ment (two sensors and two systems);

FIG. 14 is a block diagram illustrative of another example
of'a torque detection apparatus according to the fifth embodi-
ment (one sensor and two systems);

FIG. 15 is a block diagram illustrative of another example
of'a torque detection apparatus according to the fifth embodi-
ment (one sensor and two systems);

FIG. 16 is a block diagram illustrative of another example
of'a torque detection apparatus according to the fifth embodi-
ment (one sensor and two systems);

FIG. 17 is a block diagram illustrative of another example
of'a torque detection apparatus according to the fifth embodi-
ment (one sensor and two systems);

FIG. 18 is a block diagram illustrative of a torque detection
apparatus according to a sixth embodiment;

FIG. 19 is a block diagram illustrative of a specific con-
figuration of a correction function unit;
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FIG. 20 is a block diagram illustrative of a torque detection
apparatus according to a seventh embodiment;

FIG. 21 is a block diagram illustrative of another example
of a torque detection apparatus according to the seventh
embodiment;

FIG. 22 is a block diagram illustrative of the configuration
of a data output part of a communication output unit accord-
ing to an eighth embodiment; and

FIG. 23 is a block diagram illustrative of the specific con-
figuration of an oscillation unit according to a ninth embodi-
ment.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described based on the drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a view of the overall configuration illustrative of
an electric power steering system according to the present
embodiment.

In the figure, reference numeral 1 is a steering wheel of a
vehicle. The steering force exerted by the operation of the
steering wheel 1 by the driver is transmitted to a steering shaft
2 which has an input shaft 2a¢ and an output shaft 25. The
steering shaft 2 is connected at one end of the input shaft 2a to
the steering wheel 1 and at the other end through a torque
sensor 20 provided with a torque detection apparatus 30, to be
described later, to one end of the output shaft 24.

Further, the steering force transmitted to the output shaft 254
is transmitted through a universal joint 4 to an intermediate
shaft 5, and is then transmitted through a universal joint 6 to
a pinion shaft 7. The steering force transmitted to the pinion
shaft 7 is transmitted through a steering gear 8 to a tie rod 9
whereby a steering wheel, not illustrated, is steered. In this
situation, the steering gear 8 is configured as a rack and pinion
type having a pinion 8a connected with the pinion shaft 7 and
arack 86 engaged with the pinion 8a to convert the rotational
motion transmitted to the pinion 8a to a linear motion at the
rack 8b.

At the output shaft 26 of the steering shaft 2, a steering
assistance mechanism 10 which transmits an assisting steer-
ing force to the output shaft 26 is connected. The steering
assistance mechanism 10 is provided with a speed reduction
gear 11 connected to the output shaft 26 and an electric motor
12 connected to the speed reduction gear 11 to generate an
assisting steering force for the steering system.

The torque sensor 20 is provided for detecting the steering
torque applied to the steering wheel 1 and transmitted to the
input shaft 2a, and is configured to detect the relative dis-
placement between the input shaft 2a and the output shaft 26
connected by a torsion bar, not illustrated, (rotational dis-
placement) corresponding to a change in impedance of the
coil pair. The torque detection value T output from the torque
sensor 20 is input to a controller 15.

The controller 15 operates with the power supplied from a
vehicle-mounted battery 17 (for example, rated voltage of
12V). The negative pole of the battery 17 is grounded, while
the positive pole is connected through an ignition switch 18
for starting up the engine to the controller 15, and is connected
directly to the controller 15 without being connected through
the ignition switch 18.

The controller 15 receives as input not only the torque
detection value T but also a vehicle speed detection value V
detected by a vehicle speed sensor 16 to perform steering
assistance control that applies a steering assist force in
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response thereto to the steering system. Specifically, a steer-
ing assistance torque command value for causing the electric
motor 12 to generate the above steering assist force is calcu-
lated by a known routine, and such calculated steering assis-
tance torque command value and the motor current detection
value are used for feedback control of the drive current to be
supplied to the electric motor 12.

Next, the configuration of the torque detection apparatus
30 will be described in detail.

FIG. 2is ablock diagram illustrative of the configuration of
a torque detection apparatus 30. The torque detection appa-
ratus 30 is provided with the above-mentioned torque sensor
20. The torque sensor 20 is provided with a coil pair 22
configured by combining a pair of coils 22a and 225 of the
same specifications.

This torque sensor 20, as illustrated by the view of the
surroundings of the coils in FIG. 3, includes a yoke 71, a
tubular member 73, a plurality of windows 731 provided in
the outer circumference of the tubular member 73 to face the
coil pair 22, a torsion bar 74, and a sensor shaft 75. It is to be
noted that, the torsion bar 74, the sensor shaft 75, and the input
shaft 2a and output shaft 26 of the steering shaft are coaxially
arranged. The coils 224 and 224 constituting the coil pair 22
are, as illustrated in FIG. 3, arranged inside the tubular shaped
yoke 71.

In this situation, the coil pair 22 is connected to an oscil-
lation unit 65. The oscillation unit 65 is used to supply an
excitation current as an AC signal to the coils 224 and 225
constituting the coil pair 22.

One terminals of the coils 22a and 225 constituting the coil
pair 22 are connected through electrical resistors 66a and 665
to the oscillation unit 65. Further, the other terminals of the
coils 22a and 225 are grounded. The output signals of the coil
pair 22 are the terminal voltages of the coils 22a and 2254. The
output signals are output to signal processing circuits S0A
and 50B.

The signal processing circuit 50A is provided with a main
amplification full wave rectifying unit 51 and a main smooth-
ing unit 52. The signal output from the signal processing
circuit 50A is input to a main output unit 53. Further, the
signal processing circuit 50B is provided with a sub amplifi-
cation full wave rectifying unit 54 and a sub smoothing unit
55. The signal output from the signal processing circuit 50B
is input to a sub output unit 56.

Further, the torque detection apparatus 30 is additionally
provided with an AD converter (ADC) 57, a communication
output unit 58, and a connector 59. This torque detection
apparatus 30 is connected through the connector 59 to the
controller (ECU) 15.

The ECU 15 supplies power supply voltage Vec through
the connector 59 to the components of the torque detection
apparatus 30. In contrast, the torque detection apparatus 30
processes the output signal from the coil pair 22 and outputs
an analog main torque signal Tma, an analog sub torque
signal Tsa, and a digital communication signal S, as will be
described later, through the connector 59 to the ECU 15. The
ECU 15 determines the occurrence of an abnormality in the
torque detection apparatus 30 based upon the various input
signals to perform the steering assistance control in accor-
dance with a determination result.

Itis to be noted that, the torque sensor 20, the oscillator 65,
and the electrical resistors 66a and 665 constitute a torque
sensor unit, while the signal processing circuits 50A and 50B,
the main output unit 53, the sub output unit 56, the ADC 57,
the communication output unit 58, and the connector 59
constitute a torque sensor circuit.
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Hereinafter, a specific configuration of the torque sensor
circuit will be described.

The main amplification full wave rectifying unit 51
receives the output signals of the coil pair 22 (terminal volt-
ages of the coils 22a and 225) and amplifies and rectifies the
difference of these two input voltages. The main smoothing
unit 52 smoothes the output waveform from the main ampli-
fication full wave rectifying unit 51, and the main output unit
53 outputs the smoothed output waveform as the analog main
torque signal Tma through a noise filter, not illustrated, and
the connector 59 on an analog signal line to the ECU 15.

Similarly, the sub amplification full wave rectifying unit 54
receives the output signals of the coil pair 22 (terminal volt-
ages of the coils 22a and 225) and amplifies and rectifies the
difference of these two input voltages. The sub smoothing
unit 55 smoothes the output waveform from the sub amplifi-
cation full wave rectifying unit 54, and the sub output unit 56
makes outputs the smoothed output waveform as the analog
sub torque signal Tsa through a noise filter, not illustrated, and
the connector 59 on an analog signal line to the ECU 15.

The ADC 57 converts the analog main torque signal Tma
and analog sub torque signal Tsa to digital values and outputs
them as the main torque value Tm and sub torque value Ts,
respectively, to the communication output unit 58.

The communication output unit 58 generates a digital com-
munication signal S in which the main torque value Tm and
sub torque value Ts which the ADC 57 output and the diag-
nosis information Diag are superimposed on a communica-
tion protocol, and outputs the digital communication signal S
through the connector 59 on a digital signal line (communi-
cation signal line) to the ECU 15. In this situation, the “diag-
nosis information Diag” is a signal comparing the analog
main torque signal Tma and the analog sub torque signal Tsa
and showing an abnormality diagnosis result of monitoring
the signal processing circuits 50A and 50B for abnormalities.
It is to be noted that, the diagnosis information Diag may
include the abnormality diagnosis results of the torque sensor
unit and other parts of the torque detection apparatus 30.

In the digital communication signal S, as illustrated in FIG.
4, synchronization information is arranged at the start of one
frame, and then diagnosis information including the diagno-
sis information Diag is successively arranged. Further, sub-
sequently to the diagnosis information, the main torque value
Tm and sub torque value Ts which are digitized by the ADC
57 are arranged. Furthermore, after that, a CRC for checking
the digital communication signal S and a pose for adjusting
the length of one frame are provided.

The units of one frame of communication data are succes-
sively output from the communication output unit 58 through
the digital signal line to the ECU 15. That is, the main torque
value Tm, the sub torque value Ts, and the diagnosis infor-
mation Diag are output from the torque detection apparatus
30 to the ECU 15 on a substantially constant period.

Inthis way, three types of signals are output from the torque
detection apparatus 30 to the ECU 15, the analog main torque
signal Tma, the analog sub torque signal Tsa, and the digital
communication signal S. Further, the main torque value Tm,
the sub torque value Ts, and the diagnosis information Diag
are superimposed onto the digital communication signal S.

Further, the ECU 15 monitors the torque detection appara-
tus 30 for an abnormality based upon the three types of signals
input from the torque detection apparatus 30, and determines
at which portion the abnormality has occurred, when an
abnormality occurs.

As illustrated in FIG. 5, the ECU 15 is provided with: an
ADC 154 which converts the analog main torque signal Tma
to a digital value and outputs the main torque value Tmd; and
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an ADC 155 which converts the analog sub torque signal Tsa
to a digital value and outputs the sub torque value Tsd. The
main torque value Tmd and the sub torque value Tsd mean
will be hereinafter referred to as “main torque value from the
analog signal line” and “sub torque value from the analog
signal line”. The main torque value Tmd and the sub torque
value Tsd are input to a comparing and monitoring unit 15¢.

Further, the torque signal acquisition unit 154 normally
acquires the main torque value Tmd as the torque detection
value T which the final torque detection apparatus 30 detects.
It is to be noted that, when it is determined that the main
torque value Tmd is not a normal value, the main torque value
Tm may be acquired as the torque detection value T.

The above comparing and monitoring unit 15¢ compares
the main torque value Tmd and the sub torque value Tsd, and
outputs the result to a torque monitoring unit 15e. The torque
monitoring unit 15¢ determines the occurrence of an abnor-
mality of the torque signals Tmd and Tsd in accordance with
whether the result of comparison of the main torque value
Tmd and the sub torque value Tsd is outside the normal cross
characteristic.

Furthermore, the torque monitoring unit 15e monitors for
an analog signal abnormality. Herein, an “analog signal
abnormality” means line disconnection, short-circuiting, etc.
of'the analog signal line for outputting the analog main torque
signal Tma and the analog sub torque signal Tsa from the
torque detection apparatus 30 to the ECU 15.

The input stages of the analog torque signals Tma and Tsa
are provided with pull-down resistors R1 and R2. Thus, when
an analog signal abnormality occurs, the signal from the
analog signal line becomes substantially OV. Therefore, the
torque monitoring unit 15¢ determines that an abnormality
has occurred in the analog signal line of the analog main
torque signal Tma when the main torque value Tmd becomes
substantially OV, and determines that an abnormality has
occurred in the analog signal line of the analog sub torque
signal Tma when the sub torque value Tsd becomes substan-
tially OV.

Further, the digital communication signal S is decoded by
adecoder 15/, and then the main torque value Tm and the sub
torque value Ts which had been included in the digital com-
munication signal S are input to a comparing and monitoring
unit 15g. The main torque value Tm and the sub torque value
Ts will be hereinafter referred to as “main torque value from
the digital signal line”” and “sub torque value from the digital
signal line”.

The comparing and monitoring unit 15g compares the
main torque value Tm and the sub torque value Ts, and out-
puts the result to a torque monitoring unit 15%. The torque
monitoring unit 15/ determines the occurrence of an abnor-
mality of the torque signals Tm and Ts in accordance with
whether the result of comparison of the main torque value Tm
and the sub torque value Ts is outside the normal cross char-
acteristic.

Furthermore, the torque monitoring unit 15/ monitors fora
digital signal abnormality. Herein, a “digital signal abnormal-
ity” means line disconnection, short-circuiting, etc. of the
digital signal line for outputting the digital communication
signal S from the torque detection apparatus 30 to the ECU
15.

The input stage of the digital communication signal S is
provided with a pull-up resistor R3. When a digital signal
abnormality occurs, the signal from the digital signal line
becomes substantially 5V of the power source voltage. There-
fore, the torque monitoring unit 15/ detects an abnormality of
the digital signal line when the digital communication signal
S becomes substantially 5V.
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Further, a comparing and monitoring unit 157 compares the
main torque value Tmd or the sub torque value Tsd from the
analog signal line with the main torque value Tm or the sub
torque value Ts from the digital signal line, and then outputs
the result to a torque monitoring unit 15;. The torque moni-
toring unit 157 monitors each of the torque signals for abnor-
mality. For example, the abnormality of each torque signal is
detected by monitoring if the main torque value Tmd from the
analog signal line and the main torque value Tm from the
digital signal line are equal, or if the main torque value Tmd
from the analog signal line and the sub torque value Ts from
the digital signal line fall within the normal cross character-
istic.

Furthermore, a circuit monitoring unit 15% monitors the
diagnosis information Diag which had been included in the
digital communication signal S, and recognizes any abnor-
malities in the signal processing circuits S0A and 50B of the
torque detection apparatus 30.

With the above configuration, when an abnormality occurs,
the ECU 15 is capable of suitably determining where the
abnormality has occurred. It is to be noted that, the torque
detection apparatus 30 and the ECU 15 illustrated in FIG. 5§
constitute a torque sensor system.

Next, the operation of the present embodiment will be
described.

When the power is turned on, the torque output function of
the torque detection apparatus 30 operates. At this time, the
signal processing circuits 50A and 50B calculate the analog
main torque signal Tma and the analog sub torque signal Tsa
corresponding to the output signals of the coil pair 22, while
the main output unit 53 and the sub output unit 56 output these
signals through the analog signal lines to the ECU 15.

Further, the communication output unit 58 outputs a digital
communication signal S including: the main torque value Tm
and the sub torque value Ts in which the analog main torque
signal Tma and the analog sub torque signal Tsa are digitized;
and the diagnosis information Diag of the signal processing
circuits 50A and 50B, through the digital signal line to the
ECU 15.

In this situation, in the normal state where no abnormality
has occurred in any of the torque detection apparatuses 30, the
main torque value Tmd in which the analog main torque
signal Tma output through the analog signal line is digitized
becomes the final torque detection value T. Then, the ECU 15
performs steering assistance control based upon the torque
detection value T.

Even if an abnormality occurs in the signal processing
circuits 50A and 50B of the torque detection apparatus 30
from the above normal state, the digital communication sig-
nal S output from the torque detection apparatus 30 to the
ECU 15 includes the diagnosis information Diag which
shows that an abnormality has occurred in the signal process-
ing circuits 50A and 50B. The diagnosis information Diag
enables the circuit monitoring unit 15% of the ECU 15 to
recognize that an abnormality has occurred in the signal pro-
cessing circuits 50A and 50B. Therefore, in this case, it is
possible to suitably shift to the fail-safe mode.

By arranging the diagnosis information Diag in the com-
munication protocol in this way, the ECU 15 is capable of
easily and suitably recognizing that an abnormality has
occurred in the signal processing circuits S0A and 50B.

On the other hand, while the signal processing circuits S0A
and 50B are operating normally, when an abnormality occurs
in the analog signal line for transmitting the analog torque
signal Tma from the torque detection apparatus 30 to the ECU
15, the analog main torque Tma becomes substantially OV
due to the pull-down resistor R2. For this reason, the main
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torque value Tmd digitized at the ADC 15a becomes substan-
tially OV. Therefore, the ECU 15 is capable of suitably deter-
mining that there is an analog signal abnormality at the torque
monitoring unit 15e.

In this case, the comparing and monitoring operation using
the main torque value Tmd and the sub torque value Tsd
cannot be performed normally, but a comparing and monitor-
ing operation using the main torque value Tm and the sub
torque value Ts superimposed onto the digital communica-
tion signal S can be continued. Therefore, even if an analog
signal abnormality occurs, high-reliability monitoring can be
maintained. Further, instead of the main torque value Tmd
from the analog signal line, the main torque value Tm from
the digital signal line can be acquired as the torque detection
value T by the final torque detection apparatus 30, so that the
steering assistance control can be suitably continued.

This also applies to the case where a digital signal abnor-
mality occurs. Thatis, when an abnormality occurs in a digital
signal line for transmitting a digital communication signal S
from the torque detection apparatus 30 to the ECU 15, the
pull-up resistor R3 makes the digital communication signal S
substantially SV. Accordingly, the ECU 15 is capable of suit-
ably determining that there is a digital signal abnormality at
the torque monitoring unit 15/.

In this case, the comparing and monitoring operation using
the main torque value Tm and the sub torque value T's super-
imposed onto the digital communication signal S cannot be
performed normally, whereas a comparing and monitoring
operation using the main torque value Tmd and the sub torque
value Tsd from the analog signal line can be continued.
Therefore, even if a digital signal abnormality occurs, high-
reliability monitoring can be maintained and suitable steering
assistance control can be continued.

In this way, if an abnormality occurs in the torque detection
apparatus 30, it is possible to determine at what portion the
abnormality occurs. In particular, even when an abnormality
occurs in the torque signal detected by the torque detection
apparatus 30 before reaching the ECU 15, it is possible to
suitably detect the abnormality and to continue the function
as a torque sensor.

That is, since it is configured such that an ADC 57 is
mounted on the torque sensor circuit, an analog torque signal
is digitized by the ADC 57 and arranged at the communica-
tion protocol, and the result is output to the ECU 15 on a
constant period, the ECU can easily recognize a supply fault,
ground fault, line disconnection, etc. of the diagnosis signal
line in the same way as when using a clocking diagnosis
signal.

Further, by arranging the diagnosis information Diag in the
communication protocol, the ECU 15 is capable of notifying
the ECU 16 of the state in the torque sensor circuit. This
makes high-reliability monitoring possible at the ECU 15
side.

Furthermore, the ECU 15 carries out two types of compar-
ing and monitoring of the main torque value Tmd and the sub
torque value Tsd from the analog signal line and two types of
comparing and monitoring of the main torque value Tm and
the sub torque value Ts from the digital signal line thereby
making it possible to realize a torque sensor system which can
continue the torque sensor function while maintaining high-
reliability monitoring.

Second Embodiment

Next, a second embodiment will be described.
In the second embodiment, the output from the torque
detection apparatus 30 to the ECU 15 in the above-described
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first embodiment further has two types of the analog main
torque signal Tma and the digital communication signal S.

That is, the torque detection apparatus 30 according to the
second embodiment is configured such that the sub output
unit 56 in FIG. 2 is deleted.

Further, the ECU 15, as illustrated in FIG. 6, the pull-up
resistor R2, the ADC 154, the comparing and monitoring unit
15¢, and the torque monitoring unit 15¢ are deleted in FIG. 5,
and a comparing and monitoring unit 15/ and a torque moni-
toring unit 15m are arranged instead of the comparing and
monitoring unit 157 and the torque monitoring unit 15;.

The comparing and monitoring unit 15/ compares and
monitors the main torque value Tmd from the analog signal
line and the main torque value Tm from the digital signal line,
also compares and monitors the main torque value Tmd from
the analog signal line and the sub torque value Ts from the
digital signal line, and then outputs the results to the torque
monitoring unit 15m.

The torque monitoring unit 15m monitors the torque sig-
nals for an abnormality. For example, the abnormality of each
of the torque signals is detected by monitoring if the main
torque value Tmd from the analog signal line and the main
torque value Tm from the digital signal line are equal, if the
main torque value Tmd from the analog signal line and the sub
torque value Ts from the digital signal line have the normal
cross characteristic, or the like.

With the above configuration, as to the analog signal abnor-
mality and the digital signal abnormality, it is possible to
detect suitably in the same way as the above-mentioned first
embodiment. Further, since the two types of torque signals
from the digital signal line are compared and monitored, even
if an analog signal abnormality occurs, the torque detection
function can be continued while maintaining high-reliability
monitoring. Further, when an abnormality occurs in the digi-
tal signal line, the ECU 15 can recognize that the abnormality
monitoring function of the torque sensor system is lost to shift
to the fail-safe mode.

Furthermore, as the analog signal line for outputting the
analog sub torque signal Tsa to the ECU 15 becomes unnec-
essary, the signal lines between the torque detection apparatus
30 and the ECU 15 can be reduced from five lines to four
lines. Accordingly, the noise filter related components
arranged on the analog signal lines can be reduced by one line.
This contributes to cost reduction.

Further, when a drop in the battery voltage or the like
causes the main power supply to temporarily fall, the torque
signal output can be continuously output. Further, the drop in
the potential of the main power supply can be notified by the
communication signal line to the ECU 15.

It is to be noted that, in the second embodiment, the analog
main torque signal Tma is used as the analog torque signal
output from the torque detection apparatus 30 to the ECU 15,
but instead, the analog sub torque signal T'sa may be output to
the ECU 15.

Further, in the second embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 7,
the main torque value Tm included in the digital communi-
cation signal S may not be used for comparing and monitor-
ing. In this case, the comparing and monitoring unit 15¢ and
torque monitoring unit 15/ in FIG. 6 are deleted, a decoder
157 may be provided instead of the decoder 15f'and a com-
paring and monitoring unit 150 and a torque monitoring unit
15p may be provided instead of the comparing and monitor-
ing unit 15/ and the torque monitoring unit 15m.

Further, the comparing and monitoring unit 150 compares
and monitors the sub torque value Ts output from the decoder
15n with the main torque value Tmd from the analog signal
line, and outputs the result to the torque monitoring unit 15p.
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The torque monitoring unit 15p detects an abnormality in
each of the torque signals. Accordingly, the monitoring func-
tion at the ECU 15 can be simplified.

Third Embodiment

Next, a third embodiment will be described.

In the third embodiment, the analog torque signal is made
not to be output from the torque detection apparatus 30 in the
above-described first embodiment.

That is, the torque detection apparatus 30 according to the
third embodiment is configured such that the main output unit
53 and sub output unit 56 in FIG. 2 are deleted.

Further, the ECU 15, as illustrated in FIG. 8, the pull-up
resistor R1, the pull-up resistor R2, the ADC 15a, the ADC
155, the comparing and monitoring unit 15¢, the torque moni-
toring unit 15¢, the comparing and monitoring unit 15, and
the torque monitoring unit 15/ in FIG. 5 are deleted, and a
torque signal acquisition unit 15¢ is provided instead of the
torque signal acquisition unit 154.

The torque signal acquisition unit 15¢4 acquires the main
torque value Tm from the digital signal line as the torque
detection value T of the final torque detection apparatus 30.

With the above configuration, a reduced line configuration
is made available in which the output signal from the torque
detection apparatus 30 to the ECU 15 can be made a single
digital communication signal S. In this way, by superimpos-
ing the main torque value Tm and the sub torque value Ts in
the digital communication signal S, it is possible to realize a
torque sensor function even without output of an analog
torque signal. In this case, the signal lines between the torque
detection apparatus 30 and the ECU 15 can be reduced to
three lines.

Further, since the diagnosis information Diag is also super-
imposed onto the digital communication signal S, the ECU 15
is capable of comparing and monitoring a wider range than
when outputting only the main torque signal Tma and the sub
torque signal Tsa from analog signal lines.

Furthermore, since this eliminate the necessity of the out-
put from the analog torque signal to the ECU 15, thereby also
eliminating the necessity of the AD converters (ADCs 15a
and 15b) for digitizing the analog torque signal. For this
reason, the cost can be reduced by eliminating the necessity.

Fourth Embodiment

Next, a fourth embodiment will be described.

In the fourth embodiment, a plurality of digital signal lines
are provided in the above-described fourth embodiment.

That is, the torque detection apparatus 30 in the fourth
embodiment is configured to output the digital communica-
tion signal S from the communication output unit 58 in FI1G.
2 through a plurality of (here, two) digital signal lines to the
ECU 15.

FIG. 9is ablock diagram illustrative of the configuration of
the torque detection apparatus.

As illustrated in FIG. 9, four communication signal lines
are provided between the torque detection apparatus 30 and
the ECU 15. Among them, two (communication 1 and com-
munication 1') are lines for outputting the digital communi-
cation signal S from the torque detection apparatus 30 to the
ECU 15.

With the above configuration, when line disconnection or
another abnormality occurs in one of the digital signal lines,
it is made possible to output the digital communication signal
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S through the other of the digital signal lines. Hence, the
abnormality monitoring function and torque detection func-
tion can be continued.

Therefore, in the above-mentioned third embodiment,
when an abnormality occurs in the digital signal line and the
digital communication signal S is not normally output to the
ECU 15, the torque sensor function stops, whereas in the
present embodiment, continuity of functions can be secured.

Fifth Embodiment

Next, a fifth embodiment will be described.

In the fifth embodiment, two torque sensor circuits are
further provided in the above-described first embodiment.

That is, the torque detection apparatus according to the fifth
embodiment is configured as illustrated in FIG. 10. In this
way, the torque sensor circuits are configured with a first
system torque sensor circuit 1 and a second system torque
sensor circuit 2. Respectively corresponding torque sensor
units (a torque sensor unit 1 and a torque sensor unit 2) are
provided. Further, from the torque sensor circuit 1, an analog
signal line is used to output the analog main torque signal
Tma (torque main 1) and the analog sub torque signal Tsa
(torque sub 1) and a digital signal line is used to output the
digital communication signal S (communication 1).

Further, from the torque sensor circuit 2, an analog signal
line is used to output the analog main torque signal Tma
(torque main 2) and the analog sub torque signal Tsa (torque
sub 2), and in addition, a digital signal line is used to output
the digital communication signal S (communication 2).

With the above configuration, even if an abnormality
occurs at one of the torque sensor units, the torque sensor
function can be continued as long as the other of the torque
sensor units functions normally.

In this way, by providing two torque sensor circuits, it is
necessary to increase the signal lines between the torque
detection apparatus 30 and the ECU 15 to 10, but the torque
sensor function can be continued with higher reliability.

It is to be noted that, in the above fifth embodiment, the
description has been given of the case where two torque
sensor circuits are further provided in the first embodiment,
but two torque sensor circuits may further be provided in the
second to fourth embodiments.

For example, when the two torque sensor circuits illus-
trated in FIG. 6 and FIG. 7 are further provided as illustrated
in FIG. 11, the signal lines between the torque detection
apparatuses 30 and the ECUs 15 become eight lines. Further,
when the two torque sensor circuits illustrated in FIG. 8 are
further provided as illustrated in FIG. 12, the signal lines
between the torque detection apparatus 30 and the ECU 15
become six lines. Furthermore, the two torque sensor circuits
illustrated in FIG. 9 are further provided as illustrated in FIG.
13, the signal lines between the torque detection apparatus 30
and the ECU 15 become eight lines.

In each case, the torque sensor function can be continued
with high reliability.

Furthermore, in the fifth embodiment, the description has
been given of the case where the torque sensor units corre-
sponding to the two torque sensor circuits (two sensors and
two detection circuits) are provided, but it is also possible to
provide a single torque sensor unit for the two torque sensor
circuits (one sensor and two detection circuits).

For example, when providing two torque sensor circuits
which are illustrated in FIG. 5 (one sensor), the result
becomes as illustrated in FIG. 14. Further, if providing two
torque sensor circuits which are illustrated in FIG. 6 and FIG.
7 (one sensor), the result becomes as illustrated in FIG. 15, if

10

20

25

30

40

45

50

16

providing two torque sensor circuits which are illustrated in
FIG. 8 (one sensor), the result becomes as illustrated in FIG.
16, and if providing two torque sensor circuits which are
illustrated in FIG. 9 (one sensor), the result becomes as illus-
trated in FIG. 17.

In this case, even if an abnormality occurs in one torque
sensor circuit, so long as the other torque sensor circuit nor-
mally functions, the torque sensor function can be continued.
Therefore, also in this case, continuation of the torque sensor
function with high reliability becomes possible.

Sixth Embodiment

Next, a sixth embodiment will be described.

This sixth embodiment provides the above-mentioned first
embodiment which is provided with a function of correcting
error in the torque signals (analog main torque signal Tma and
analog sub torque signal Tsa).

That is, the torque detection apparatus 30 of the sixth
embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 18, is configured adding a
correction function unit 60 to the torque detection apparatus
30 which is illustrated in FIG. 5.

The correction function unit 60 has the function of receiv-
ing as input and writing correction data for correcting error of
a torque signal from an external control circuit and the func-
tion of changing the processing circuit constants of the signal
processing units S0A and 50B based on the written correction
data so as to correct error of the torque signal.

Here, what are corrected by the correction function unit 60
are offset of the torque signal from the zero point and the gain
(slant) of the torque signal. That is, the correction data
includes an offset correction value and slant correction value.

FIG. 19 is a block diagram illustrative of a specific con-
figuration of the correction function unit 60.

As illustrated in FIG. 19, the correction function unit 60 is
provided with registers 60a and 605 as temporary storage
units able to be written with correction data and a memory 60c
as a constant storage unit for storing data of the registers 60a
and 604. The correction data for the main signal is written into
the register 60a, while the correction data for the sub signal is
written into the register 605.

Further, the output signal line for outputting the analog sub
torque signal Tsa from the torque detection apparatus 30 to
the ECU 15 (sub signal output terminal) and the input signal
line for inputting the correction data from the external control
circuit (not illustrated) to the correction functionunit 60 in the
torque detection apparatus 30 (data write terminal) are jointly
used. These are switched by an external control circuit.

When writing the correction data into the correction func-
tion unit 60, a predetermined pulse train is input from an
external control circuit to the torque detection apparatus 30
from dual terminals of the sub signal output terminal and data
write terminal. Then, an IO control unit 604 receives this and
stops the output buffer at the sub signal side. Accordingly, the
sub signal output terminal is switched to the data write ter-
minal and the correction data can be written. Then, the cor-
rection data input from the external control circuit is written
through the input control unit 60e into the registers 60a and
605. Further, the correction data written into the registers 60a
and 6056 are stored in the memory 60c.

It is to be noted that, the registers 60a and 605 correspond
to the data storage unit for correction, and the IO control unit
604 corresponds to the input/output switching unit.

The correction data written into the registers 60a and 605
are used for correcting an error of the torque signal. An offset
amount correction value and a slant amount correction value
are correction values for making the digital torque waveform
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obtained by converting a detected analog torque signal from
an analog to a digital format to correspond to the desired
torque waveform. As a correcting method, for example, the
analog torque signals (analog main torque signal Tma and
analog sub torque signal Tsa) are converted to a digital format
and the digital torque value after AD conversion is corrected
with the offset amount correction value and slant amount
correction value. Specifically, the (AD amount value before
correction)x(slant amount correction value)+(offset amount
correction value) is made to be a corrected digital torque
value.

It is to be noted that, here, the description has been given for
the case of using digital processing for correction, but a
known means in the signal processing circuit may also be
used for analog processing. For example, an input resistance
of'the operational amplifier and a feedback resistance may be
configured with ladder resistances and the ladder resistance
value may be selected in accordance with the correction val-
ues written into the registers 60a and 605.

Further, the next time power is turned on, the correction
data stored in the memory 60c is transferred to the registers
60a and 605 and the above-mentioned correction processing
is performed. Further, the correction function unit 60 has an
initial diagnosis function. The memory 60c is designed to also
store inverted data obtained by inverting the written data.
Immediately after the power is turned on, the two data are
completely different is confirmed in the initial diagnosis, and
then the above-mentioned correction processing is started.

As described heretofore, it is possible to correct an error in
the torque sensor signal and realize a torque sensor system
with high accuracy.

Additionally, by jointly using an analog sub torque signal
line and a correction data write line, it is possible to suppress
the increase in the signal lines for connecting the torque
detection apparatus 30. Furthermore, by adding the correc-
tion write function at the sub side for monitoring the main
torque signal, it is possible to reduce the signal loss risk on the
main side and ensure the security of functions on the main
side.

Supposing that a main side torque signal line and a memory
write signal line are doubled, a risk arises of the torque signal
line ending up switching to the memory write function at the
time of constant operation. For example, if a noise is super-
imposed onto the torque signal line, a torque signal is liable to
end up suddenly being stuck at “High” or “Low”. In the
present embodiment, it is possible to suppress the risk of loss
of the torque signal used as the main, thereby making it
possible to realize a stable torque detection function.

Further, even when a sub signal line ends up shifting to the
write mode due to noise etc., comparison with the main signal
enables the ECU 15 side to detect an abnormality.

It is to be noted that, in the above sixth embodiment, a write
function of the correction data can also be provided in the
ECU 15. In this case, since correction in the final process of
assembly of the EPS becomes possible, not only the torque
sensor but also the correction including error when assem-
bling the EPS becomes possible.

Further, in the above sixth embodiment, as described in the
above-mentioned fifth embodiment, application to a system
which has two torque sensor circuits is possible. In this case,
it is applicable not only to a system which has a single sensor
unit and two torque sensor circuits but also to a system which
has two sensor units and two torque sensor circuits.
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Seventh Embodiment

Next, a seventh embodiment will be described.

In the seventh embodiment, a function for correcting an
error of the torque signal is provided in the above-mentioned
second embodiment.

That is, the torque detection apparatus 30 according to the
seventh embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 20, is configured
adding a correction function unit 60 to the torque detection
apparatus 30 which is illustrated in FIG. 6.

Here, the correction function unit 60 jointly uses an output
signal line for outputting a digital communication signal S
from the torque detection apparatus 30 to the ECU 15 (com-
munication output terminal) and an input signal line for input-
ting correction data to a correction function unit 60 in the
torque detection apparatus 30 from an external control circuit
(not illustrated) (data write terminal). These are switched by
the external control circuit.

That is, in the above-mentioned sixth embodiment, as the
sub signal line which is used together with the correction data
write line, an analog sub torque signal line is used, while in
the present embodiment, a digital communication signal line
is used as the sub signal line which is used together with the
correction data write line. Further, the rest of the configura-
tion is similar to the correction function unit 60 in the above-
mentioned sixth embodiment.

Also, in this case, it is possible to suppress the risk of signal
loss at the main side while correcting error of the torque
sensor signals and realizing a stable torque detection func-
tion.

It is to be noted that, here, the description has been given
with reference to the case when adding the correction func-
tion unit 60 to the torque detection apparatus 30 which is
illustrated in FIG. 6, but it is also possible to add a correction
function unit 60 to the torque detection apparatus 30 which is
illustrated in FIG. 7 and jointly use the output signal line of
the digital communication signal S and the write signal line of
the correction data.

Furthermore, as illustrated in FIG. 21, it is possible to add
a correction function unit 60 to the torque detection apparatus
30 in the third embodiment which is illustrated in FIG. 8 and
jointly use the output signal line of the digital communication
signal S and the write signal line of the correction data.

Further, the seventh embodiment can, like in the above-
mentioned fitth embodiment, be applied even to a system
which has two torque sensor circuits. In this case, it can be
applied to both a system which has a single sensor unit and
two torque sensor circuits and a system which has two sensor
units and two torque sensor circuits.

Eighth Embodiment

Next, an eighth embodiment will be described.

In the eighth embodiment, in addition to the above-men-
tioned first to seventh embodiments, a function of detecting
an abnormality of the communication output unit 58 which
outputs the digital communication signal S is further pro-
vided.

Hereinafter, the configuration of the data output part of the
communication output unit 58 will be specifically described.

FIG. 22 is a block diagram illustrative of the configuration
of a data output part of the communication output unit 58.

The communication output unit 58 is provided with a mul-
tiplexer (MUX) 81. The MUX 81 receives as input a selection
signal of “1” (InitSentSel) at a normal time, and a diagnosis
signal generated in the communication output unit 58 (below,
called the “diagnosis signal S0”) is input as is to a communi-
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cation output signal generation unit 82. The communication
output signal generation unit 82 outputs the input diagnosis
signal S0 as data for communication in the unit of one frame
(diagnosis signal S). The data for communication is output
from the output terminal (diagnosis signal output terminal) 83
to the ECU 15 and input to a data conversion unit 84.

The data conversion unit 84 has a function as a decoder
which decodes the input the data for communication and a
function of converting serial data to parallel data. This data
conversion unit 84 performs processing to return the data for
communication after conversion by the communication out-
put signal generation unit 82 to the same data format as that of
the diagnosis signal S0 before conversion. The output of the
data conversion unit 84 is input to a comparator 85.

The comparator 85 receives not only the output of the data
conversion unit 84 but also an original diagnosis signal S0.
Further, the comparator 85 compares them. The result is
latched at a latch circuit 86. From the comparator 85, a signal
ot “0” is output when the both are same, whereas the signal of
“1” is output when the both are different. The signal latched
by the latch circuit 86 is output as an abnormality detection
flag (SentFrameFlg) at a predetermined timing.

Furthermore, a diagnosis output unit 58A is provided with
an initial diagnosis function of checking in advance if the
comparator 85 itself is normally functioning. Here, the signal
output from the data conversion unit 84 is made a different
signal from the diagnosis signal S0. They are input to the
comparator 85. Then, by confirming that the two signals are
different after the comparison (abnormality diagnosis), it is
determined that the comparator 85 is normally functioning.

Specifically, at the time of initial diagnosis, an MUX 81
receives a selection signal of “0” (InitSentSel), and an
inverted signal of the diagnosis signal S0 is input to the
communication output signal generation unit 82. In this case,
the output signal of the data conversion unit 84 and the origi-
nal diagnosis signal S0 are different. Therefore, if the com-
parator 85 is normal, an abnormality detection flag of “1”
(SentFrameFlg) is output. By confirming this, it is confirmed
that the comparator 85 is operating normally. This initial
diagnosis is performed, for example, immediately after the
power is turned on (or immediately after the ignition switch
18 is turned on) and before the controller 15 starts the steering
assistance control.

It is to be noted that, here, the description has been given of
the case of inputting the inverted signal of the diagnosis signal
S0 to the communication output signal generation unit 82 and
returning its output signal in a data format that is the same as
that of the diagnosis signal S0 at the data conversion unit 84,
at the time of initial diagnosis, as a signal for diagnosis, but
any signals are input to the comparator 85 as far as they are
different from each other. The signal for diagnosis is not
limited to this.

It is to be noted that, the communication output unit 58
corresponds to the abnormality diagnosis unit, the diagnosis
signal generating unit, the diagnosis signal output unit, the
output abnormality detection unit, the diagnosis result output
unit, and the initial diagnosis unit. Here, the MUX 81 corre-
sponds to the initial diagnosis unit, the communication output
signal generation unit 82 corresponds to the diagnosis signal
output unit, the data conversion unit 84 and the comparator 85
corresponds to the output abnormality detection unit, and the
latch circuit 86 corresponds to the diagnosis result output
unit.

With the above configuration, immediately after the power
is turned on and before the ECU 15 starts the steering assis-
tance control, the communication output unit 58 inputs a
selection signal (InitSentSel) of “0” to the MUX 81, and
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performs the initial diagnosis of the comparator 85 itself.
During this initial diagnosis, a signal indicating that the initial
diagnosis is underway is output from the communication
output unit 58, so the ECU 15 recognizes that the communi-
cation output signal generation unit 82 is in the middle of
initial diagnosis. That is, the steering assistance control is not
performed in this state.

In this way, as the torque detection apparatus 30 outputs
information in the initial diagnosis, the ECU 15 is capable of
recognizing from the information that the torque sensor sys-
tem is not yet normally operating and the main torque signal
Tma cannot be used.

When each function is operating normal as the result of the
initial diagnosis, the torque output function of the torque
detection apparatus 30 operates. Then, the signal processing
circuits 50A and 50B calculate the analog main torque signal
Tma and the analog sub torque signal Tsa corresponding to
the output signals of the coil pair 22, and the main output unit
53 and the sub output unit 56 output them to the ECU 15.
Accordingly, it is possible to suitably perform the steering
assistance control.

During the above steering assistance control, the commu-
nication output unit 58 diagnoses an abnormality of the signal
processing circuits 50A and 50B. Further, the communication
output unit 58 outputs the abnormality diagnosis result to the
ECU 15. When the ECU 15 confirms that the signal process-
ing circuits 50A and 50B are operating normally from the
diagnosis information S received from the communication
output unit 58, the steering assistance control is continued,
whereas the ECU 15 confirms that an abnormality has
occurred, a fail-safe mode for stopping steering assistance
control is shifted to.

In this regard, in general, in the data communication, the
communication signal includes an CRC etc. and the reliabil-
ity of the communication is monitored. However, when
whether or not an abnormality has occurred at the communi-
cation data generation unit is not monitored, the ECU on the
later stage cannot determine if the communication data itself
is correct.

In contrast, according to the present embodiment, a diag-
nosis signal SO before input into the communication output
signal generation unit 82 is compared with a signal when
returning the data for communication after conversion by the
communication output signal generation unit 82 to have the
same data format as that of the diagnosis signal SO before
conversion, and if a difference has occurred between them is
monitored. Further, when a difference occurs between them,
it is determined that an abnormality has occurred in the com-
munication output signal generation unit 82 and the informa-
tion is sent to the ECU 15. Therefore, the ECU 15 is capable
of determining if the diagnosis signal S itself is correct.

In this way, it is possible to improve the reliability of the
data for communication which is generated. For this reason,
the ECU 15 is capable of suitably recognizing if an abnor-
mality occurs in the torque detection apparatus 30.

Further, since an initial diagnosis function is provided to
confirm if the comparator 85 for monitoring the communica-
tion output signal generation unit 82 for an abnormality is
operating normally, a high-reliability communication data
output function can be achieved.

It is to be noted that, in the above sixth embodiment, the
torque detection apparatus 30 may also be configured with a
custom IC. In this case, the diagnosis signal S is output from
a diagnosis signal output terminal of the custom IC to the
ECU 15 on the later stage. At this time, by providing a feed-
back terminal which returns the data for communication out-
put from the diagnosis signal output terminal to the inside of
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a custom IC, and then comparing the data for communication
before output from the diagnosis signal output terminal and
the data for communication which returns it from the feed-
back terminal to the custom IC, it is made possible to detect
line disconnection, a supply fault, a ground fault, or another
abnormality which occurs at the output terminal system of a
custom IC (terminal abnormality detection unit). Preferably,
the abnormality diagnosis information of the diagnosis signal
output terminal is output to the ECU 15.

Ninth Embodiment

Next, a ninth embodiment will be described.

In the ninth embodiment, a function of detecting abnor-
malities of the excitation signals is further provided in the
above-mentioned first to eighth embodiments.

Hereinafter, the configuration of the oscillation unit 65 will
be specifically described.

FIG. 23 is a block diagram illustrative of a specific con-
figuration of an oscillation unit 65.

The oscillation unit 65 is supposed to be configured with a
custom IC for reducing costs. This oscillation unit 65 is pro-
vided with a clock signal generation unit 91 which generates
and outputs a clock signal. The clock signal output from the
clock signal generation unit 91 is input to three identical
configuration excitation amplifiers 92a to 92¢. The excitation
signals are output from the excitation amplifiers 924 to 92¢
(sine waves for excitation). In this way, the oscillation unit 65
generates three excitation signals in the same technique.

The three excitation signals are compared two by two by
comparing circuits 93a to 93¢. That is, the comparing circuit
93a compares the excitation signal output from the excitation
amplifier 92a with the excitation signal output from the exci-
tation amplifier 925. Further, the comparing circuit 935 com-
pares the excitation signal output from the excitation ampli-
fier 9256 with the excitation signal output from the excitation
amplifier 92¢. Furthermore, the comparing circuit 93¢ com-
pares the excitation signal output from the excitation ampli-
fier 92a with the excitation signal output from the excitation
amplifier 92¢. The results of comparison of the comparing
circuits 93a to 93¢ are input to an excitation signal selection
circuit 95, as will be described later.

In addition, the signal line which outputs an excitation
signal from the excitation amplifier 92a is provided with a
switch 94a, the signal line which outputs an excitation signal
from the excitation amplifier 925 is provided with a switch
945, and the signal line which outputs an excitation signal
from the excitation amplifier 92¢ is provided with a switch
94c¢. On and off of the switches 944 to 94c¢ are controlled by
the excitation signal selection circuit 95.

The excitation signal selection circuit 95 identifies the
excitation signal at which the abnormality occurs among the
three excitation signals, based upon the results of comparison
of the excitation amplifiers 92a to 92c¢. In this situation, the
excitation signal selection circuit 95 identifies the excitation
signal which does not match with the two excitation signals
among the three excitation signals to recognize as the excita-
tion signal at which the abnormality occurs. Further, the exci-
tation signal selection circuit 95 outputs this information
(Amp_det) as an excitation diagnosis signal to the ECU 15.

Further, the excitation signal selection circuit 95 selects
one of the normal excitation signals and controls the switches
944 to 94c¢ to turn on only a switch provided at a signal line
which outputs a normal excitation signal. For example, when
selecting the excitation signal output from the excitation
amplifier 924, as illustrated in FIG. 23, only the switch 94a is
turned on.
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The excitation signal selected by the excitation signal
selection circuit 95 is applied through an amplifier 96 as a
sensor excitation signal from an excitation signal terminal 97
to the bridge circuit illustrated in FIG. 2.

Moreover, the sensor excitation signal output from the
excitation signal terminal 97 is returned from a feedback
terminal 98 into the custom IC. A comparator 99 is used for
comparing with the sensor excitation signal output from the
amplifier 96, that is, the sensor excitation signal before being
output from the excitation signal terminal 97. Then, the result
of comparison of the comparator 99 (terminal_det) is output
as an excitation diagnosis signal to the ECU 15.

Furthermore, the oscillation unit 65 has an initial diagnosis
function for diagnosing whether or not the comparing circuits
93a to 93¢ which detect abnormalities of the excitation signal
are functioning normally. The initial diagnosis is started
immediately after the power is turned on (or immediately
after the ignition switch 18 is turned on) and before the ECU
15 side starts the steering assistance control. Further, during
the initial diagnosis, an initial diagnosis flag is set up etc. so as
to prevent the ECU 15 from using the torque sensor signal
(preventing the steering assistance control).

In this initial diagnosis, an abnormality signal generation
unit 90 inputs to the excitation amplifiers 926 and 92¢ an
abnormality signal instead of the clock signal from the clock
signal generation unit 91 to generate a state where the output
signals from the three excitation amplifiers 92a to 92¢ do not
match. In this situation, the above abnormality signal means
a signal where the result of comparison by the normally
functioning comparing circuit becomes “not matching” (di-
agnosed as an abnormality).

Then, when the abnormality signal generation unit 90
inputs an abnormality signal to the excitation amplifiers 925
and 92¢, and in addition, when the comparing circuits 93a to
93¢ diagnose abnormality of the excitation signal, the exci-
tation signal selection circuit 95 determines that the compar-
ing circuits 93a to 93¢ are normally functioning.

When receiving an excitation diagnosis signal from the
oscillation unit 65, the ECU 15 confirms the abnormality
diagnosis information (Amp_det) of the excitation amplifiers
92a to 92¢ included in the excitation diagnosis signal and the
abnormality diagnosis information (terminal_det) of the exci-
tation signal terminal 97. Then, when determining from
Amp_ det that there is no normal excitation amplifier 92a to
92¢ or determining that the excitation signal terminal 97 is
abnormal, the steering assistance control is not carried out.

Itis to be noted that, the clock signal generation unit 91 and
the excitation amplifiers 92a to 92¢ correspond to the excita-
tion signal generation unit, the comparing circuits 93a to 93¢
correspond to the abnormality detection unit, and the
switches 94a to 94¢ and excitation signal selection circuit 95
correspond to the excitation signal selection unit. Further-
more, the comparator 99 corresponds to the excitation signal
terminal abnormality detection unit, and the abnormality sig-
nal generation unit 90 corresponds to the excitation signal
initial diagnosis unit.

With the above configuration, immediately after the power
is turned on and before the ECU 15 starts the steering assis-
tance control, the oscillation unit 65 outputs an abnormality
signal from the abnormality signal generation unit 90 and
performs an initial diagnosis of the comparing circuits 934 to
93¢ themselves. During this initial diagnosis, a signal which
shows that the initial diagnosis is underway is output from the
oscillation unit 65, so that the ECU 15 recognizes that the
initial diagnosis of the oscillation unit 65 is underway. That is,
the steering assistance control is not performed in this state.



US 9,164,010 B2

23

In this way, the torque detection apparatus 30 outputs infor-
mation in the initial diagnosis, so that the ECU 15 can recog-
nize that the torque sensor system is not yet operating nor-
mally and the use of the main torque signal Tma is impossible
from the information.

When each of the functions being normal is diagnosed as a
result of the initial diagnosis, the torque output function of the
torque detection apparatus 30 operates. At this time, when all
of' the three excitation amplifiers 92a to 92¢ of the oscillation
unit 65 are normal, all of the three excitation signals output
from the three excitation amplifiers 92a to 92¢ match one
another. For this reason, the excitation signal selection circuit
95 recognizes that the excitation amplifiers 92a to 92¢ are
normal based on the results of comparison of the comparing
circuits 93a to 93c.

Therefore, the excitation signal selection circuit 95, for
example, as illustrated in FIG. 23, turns on only the switch
944 and uses the normal excitation amplifier 92a to generate
a sensor excitation signal. Further, this is applied to the bridge
circuit. Accordingly, it is possible to suitably perform the
steering assistance control.

From this state, if an abnormality occurs at only the exci-
tation amplifier 924, the excitation signal output from the
excitation amplifier 92a and the excitation signal output from
the excitation amplifiers 9256 and 92¢ do not match each other.
For this reason, the excitation signal selection circuit 95
detects that an abnormality has occurred at the excitation
amplifier 92a based on the results of comparison of the com-
paring circuits 93a to 93¢. Therefore, the excitation signal
selection circuit 95, for example, turns on only the switch 945
and uses the normal excitation amplifier 926 to generate a
sensor excitation signal. In this way, the excitation function is
continued. Therefore, the steering assistance control can be
continued suitably.

In this way, three functions which generate sine waves for
excitation from a single clock signal by the same method
(excitation amplifiers) are provided and arranged in the cus-
tom IC. Further, all combinations of two signals selected from
the three signals output from the three excitation amplifiers
92a 1o 92¢ are monitored for a difference in the two signal in
the comparing process.

By this comparing process, it is possible to detect not only
the abnormalities of line disconnection, but also frequency
abnormality, duty abnormality, and any abnormality relating
to distortion or deformation of triangular waves, pulse waves,
saturation waves, or other excitation signal waveforms.

In addition, if an abnormality occurs at any of the three
excitation amplifiers 92a to 92¢, it can be suitably recognized
that an abnormality has occurred and the excitation amplifier
in which the abnormality has occurred can be identified.
Therefore, a normal excitation amplifier can be selected and
excitation continued and the excitation function with high
reliability can be achieved.

Furthermore, the sensor excitation signal output from the
excitation signal terminal 97 of the custom IC is returned
from the feedback terminal 98 to the custom IC, and is then
compared with the excitation signal before output from the
excitation signal terminal 97. Therefore, it is possible to
detect when the excitation output terminals of the custom IC
experience line disconnection, supply fault, ground fault, and
any other abnormality.

Further, an excitation diagnosis signal which includes
abnormality diagnosis information of the excitation amplifi-
ers 92a to 92¢ and abnormality diagnosis information of the
excitation signal terminal 97 is output to the ECU 15, so that
the ECU 15 can determine that an abnormality has occurred at
the torque sensor system from the excitation diagnosis signal.
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Further, if an abnormality occurs, it will be possible to suit-
ably shift to a fail-safe mode or stop the steering assistance
control. For this reason, it is possible to prevent the system
from being determined normal regardless of an abnormality
occurring at the ECU 15 or from continuing the normal steer-
ing assistance control, thereby making it possible to improve
the reliability of the electric power steering system.

Moreover, an initial diagnosis function is provided to
check if the comparing circuits 93a to 93¢ which monitor the
excitation amplifiers 92a to 92¢ for abnormalities are operat-
ing normally. Therefore, the excitation function with higher
reliability can be achieved.

Modifications to the Embodiments

It is to be noted that, in the above embodiments, the
description has been given of the case of communication of
the digital communication signal S using SENT communica-
tion, but other communication means may also be used in
accordance with its application and objective. For example, a
PWM signal etc. may also be used.

Further, in the above embodiments, the description has
been given of the case of using a coil type torque sensor, but
a configuration using for example a magneto-response type
element which outputs two torque signals may also be sued.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

According to the torque detection apparatus according to
the present invention, the apparatus outputs a digital commu-
nication signal in which a digital torque value and diagnosis
information of a torque sensor circuit are superimposed.
Therefore, it is possible to suitably send the state of occur-
rence of abnormalities to the ECU, thereby making it possible
to improve the continuity of a torque detection function. For
this reason, it is possible to construct a torque sensor system
with high reliability, and is useful.

Therefore, in an electric power steering system and vehicle
provided with the torque detection apparatus, the steering
assistance control is possible in a suitable manner, and this is
useful.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1. .. steering wheel, 2 . . . steering shaft, 10 . . . steering
assistance mechanism, 11 . . . speed reduction gear, 12 . . .
electric motor, 15 . . . controller, 16 . . . vehicle speed sensor,
17 ... battery, ignition switch, 20 . . . torque sensor, 22 . . . coil
pairs, 22a, 22b . . . coils, 30 . . . torque detection device,
51 ... main amplification full wave rectifying unit, 52 . . .
main smoothing unit, 53 . . . main output unit, 54 . . . sub
amplification full wave rectifying unit, 55 . . . sub smoothing
unit, 56 . .. sub output unit, 57. .. ADC, 58 . . . communication
output unit, 59 . . . connector, 81 . . . MUX, 82 .. . commu-
nication output signal generation unit, 83 . . . communication
output terminal, 84 . . . data conversion unit, 85 . . . compara-
tor, 86 . . . latch circuit, 90 . . . abnormality signal generation
unit, 91 . . . clock signal generation unit, 92a to 92¢ excitation
amplifier, 93a 10 93¢ . . . comparing circuit, 94a to 94¢ switch,
95 . . . excitation signal selection circuit, 96 . . . amplifier,
97 . . . excitation signal terminal, 98 . . . feedback terminal,
99 . . . comparator

The invention claimed is:

1. A torque detection apparatus comprising:

a sensor unit which outputs a signal corresponding to a
torque generated at a rotary shaft and



US 9,164,010 B2

25

a torque sensor circuit which detects the torque generated
at the rotary shaft based upon the signal output from the
sensor unit,

the torque sensor circuit comprising:

a signal processing unit which detects an analog main
torque signal and an analog sub torque signal based upon
the signal output from the sensor unit;

an AD converter which converts the analog main torque
signal and the analog sub torque signal detected by the
signal processing unit to digital values of a main torque
value and a sub torque value;

amonitoring unit which monitors for an abnormality of the
signal processing unit; and

a communication output unit which outputs a digital com-
munication signal in which the main torque value and
sub torque value converted by the AD converter and
diagnosis information including the abnormality diag-
nosis results by the monitoring unit are superimposed.

2. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the torque sensor circuit further comprises a main
output unit which outputs the analog main torque signal
detected by the signal processing unit.

3. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the torque sensor circuit further comprises a sub
output unit which outputs the analog sub torque signal
detected by the signal processing unit.

4. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the communication output unit outputs the digital
communication signal through a plurality of communication
signal lines.

5. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein the torque sensor circuit comprising:

a correction use data storage unit in which data for correc-
tion of changing a processing circuit constant used in the
signal processing unit and correcting an error of the
analog main torque signal and the analog sub torque
signal is writable; and

an input/output switching unit which switches an output
terminal for outputting the digital communication signal
to the outside of the torque sensor circuit, to an input
terminal for writing the data for correction from the
outside of the torque sensor circuit to the correction use
data storage unit.

6. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 3,

wherein the torque sensor circuit comprising:

a correction use data storage unit in which data for correc-
tion of changing a processing circuit constant used in the
signal processing unit and correcting an error of the
analog main torque signal and the analog sub torque
signal is writable; and

an input/output switching unit which switches an output
terminal for outputting the analog sub torque signal to
the outside of the torque sensor circuit to an input ter-
minal for writing the data for correction from the outside
of the torque sensor circuit to the correction use data
storage unit.

7. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the communication output unit comprises:

a diagnosis signal generating unit which generates a diag-
nosis signal including the main torque value and the sub
torque value converted by the AD converter and the
diagnosis information,

adiagnosis signal output unit which converts a data format
of'the diagnosis signal generated at the diagnosis signal
generating unit to output as the digital communication
signal; and
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an output abnormality detection unit which compares the
diagnosis signal generated at the diagnosis signal gen-
erating unit with a signal obtained by returning the digi-
tal communication signal obtained by converting and
outputting the diagnosis signal by the diagnosis signal
output unit to have the same data format as the diagnosis
signal before conversion, and determines that an abnor-
mality has occurred in the diagnosis signal output unit
when a result of comparison does not match.

8. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 7,
further comprising a diagnosis result output unit which out-
puts an output abnormality diagnosis result by the output
abnormality detection unit.

9. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 7,
further comprising an initial diagnosis unit which, before the
torque detection function by the torque detection circuit oper-
ates, receives two different signals diagnosis, instead of the
two signals compared by the output abnormality detection
unit, and confirms that the output abnormality detection unit
is operating normally by the output abnormality detection
unit diagnosing the input signal for the abnormality.

10. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 9,
wherein the signals for diagnosis are signals in which the
diagnosis signal generated by the diagnosis signal generating
unit and the digital communication signal obtained by con-
verting and outputting an inverted signal of the diagnosis
signal by the diagnosis signal output unit are returned to the
same data format as the diagnosis signal before conversion.

11. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 7,
wherein the diagnosis signal output unit is built into a custom
IC, and

further comprising a terminal abnormality detection unit
which feeds back the digital communication signal out-
put from the diagnosis signal output terminal of the
custom IC, from a feedback terminal of the custom IC
into the custom IC to compare with the digital commu-
nication signal before output from the diagnosis signal
output terminal.

12. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the sensor unit comprises:

a pair of detection coils in which impedances are changed
in opposite directions to each other in accordance with a
torque generated at the rotary shaft;

a plurality of excitation signal generation units, each hav-
ing an identical configuration, for generating excitation
signals to be supplied to a bridge circuit comprising
resistors serially connected to the detection coils;

an excitation signal selection unit which selects any one of
the plurality of excitation signals generated by the plu-
rality of excitation signal generation units to supply to
the bridge circuit; and

an abnormality detection unit which compares the plurality
of excitation signals generated at the plurality of excita-
tion signal generation units to determine that an abnor-
mality has occurred in an excitation signal when the
plurality of excitation signals do not match.

13. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 12,

wherein

at least three of the excitation signal generation units are
provided,

the abnormality detection unit has a plurality of comparing
circuits which compare the plurality of excitation sig-
nals generated by the excitation signal generation unit
two by two and identifies an excitation signal at which an
abnormality has occurred based upon the result of com-
parison by the comparing circuits, and
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the excitation signal selection unit selects a normal excita-
tion signal based upon the excitation abnormality diag-
nosis results by the abnormality detection unit to supply
to the bridge circuit.

14. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 12,
further comprising an excitation signal initial diagnosis unit
which, before the excitation signal generation function by the
excitation signal generation unit operates, receives two dif-
ferent excitation signals for diagnosis instead of the two exci-
tation signals compared by the comparing circuit of the
abnormality detection unit to confirm that the abnormality
detection unit is operating normally by the comparing circuit
diagnosing the input signal for the abnormality.

15. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 12,
wherein the abnormality detection unit comprises an excita-
tion diagnosis result output unit which outputs an excitation
abnormality diagnosis result.

16. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 12,
wherein the sensor unit comprises an excitation signal termi-
nal abnormality detection unit built into the custom IC, and

Further comprising an excitation signal terminal abnor-

mality detection unit which feeds back the excitation
signal output from the excitation signal terminal of the
custom IC to the bridge circuit, from a feedback terminal
of'the custom IC into the custom IC to compare with the
excitation signal before output from the excitation signal
terminal to the bridge circuit.

17. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 16,
wherein the excitation signal terminal abnormality detection
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unit comprises a terminal diagnosis result output unit which
outputs an abnormality diagnosis result of the excitation sig-
nal terminal.

18. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 1,

further comprising:

two pairs of the sensor units; and

two torque detection systems including the torque sensor
circuits corresponding to the two pairs of the sensor
units.

19. The torque detection apparatus according to claim 1,

further comprising:

a pair of the sensor units; and

two torque detection systems including the torque sensor
circuits, to detect the torque with any one of the torque
detection systems being in an operating state.

20. An electric power steering system comprising:

a torque detection apparatus according to claim 1 which
detects a steering torque input to a steering mechanism
and

a motor control unit which controls driving of an electric
motor to apply to the steering system a steering assis-
tance force which reduces the steering load on the driver
based upon the steering torque detected by the torque
detection apparatus.

21. A vehicle comprising the electric power steering sys-

tem according to claim 20.
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